


THE 


13 ECE 
cg UN 1 R 


BOOKSHELF 


Vor. NINETEEN 
NuMBER Five 
NovemsBer 1955 




















Six Issugs 

- Pex ANNUM 
SusscripTion 10/6 
Since Copizs 2/6 








PERSONALITIES IV — JOHN BELL 
THE NEW BOOKS 

















CONTENTS 


Page 


265 
273 





PUBLISHED AT 








TOWER WOOD 








—WINDERMERE 





WESTMORLAND 








D999 9999999999999 9 999999 


The Epics of Everest LEONARD WIBBERLEY 


oy written bur tremendously exciting this is the history 
conquest of Everest, from its discovery as the highest 
mountain in the world in 1852 to the triumph of Hillary and 
Tensing in 1953. With maps drawings. 10/6 


Great-Uncle Toby JOHN HALE 
“The sort of story that will go on pleasing you all your life.”— 
Collins Magazine. Cheaper Edition. 5/- 
Chica The Story of a Very Little Dog 


BARBARA WOODHOUSE 


y= is a real dog and her story is illustrated with beautiful 

phs. She has appeared twice on Television and also 
in Ty ag Woodhouse is the — of Talking to Animals 
and Dog Training My Way. Popular Books. 6/6 


The Little Red Engine Goes Travelling 


DIANA ROSS 


On we go with the Little Red Engine — from Taddlecombe 
Junction to India, via the Mediterranean, Suez, the Red Sea 
and the Ganges. Illustrated in colour by Leslie Wood. 8/6 


In the Forest 


written and illustrated by MARIE HALL ETS 


How the animals of the forest came to play with a little , 
Illustrations on every page. 7/5 


$OOOO0OOO0O00 9000000 


The “ Your Book” Series 
Two new titles in the series, each 5/6 


WEAVING. Written and illustrated by Roger Lew 
ANIMAL DRAWING. Written and illustrated by Cre Cowell. 


Children’s Playbook 


written and illustrated by A. VAN BREDA 


By the author of PLEASURE WITH PAPER and ADVEN- 
TURES WITH PAPER. It abounds in games and puzzles, 
and when these are finished there are animals, dolls, merry- 
go-rounds, hats and boats to cut out and paste. 

With many drawings and diagrams. 6/- 
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Boys and Girls prefer books 
published by 
HODDER AND STOUGHTON 

















M. Pardoe 
THE DUTCH BOAT 


“THE DUTCH BOAT gets away to a flying 
moves swiftly, and is as trim and taut an adventure story 
as one could wish for. It is warmly recommended.’ 
The Times Educational Supplement. Illustrated. 9/5 net 











SOFT FALLS THE ‘SNOW 
“A beautifully-written account of the exciting adventures 
that befell Robert Ferrars in Lap iil It has an authentic 
background and interwoven with the story are accounts 
of the Lappish customs, dress, food and mode of life ” 
The Young Elizabethan 8/6 net. 














Ir aly. Crisp 


THE JAVA WRECKMEN 
Life under water off the coast of Java provides the set 
ting for Frank Crisp’s thrilling yarn The description 
of life both on land and 
Glasgow Evening Nex 














Boys and Girls enjoy books 
published by 
HODDER AND STOUGHTON 
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Two books by 
HENRY DONALD 


FOR 6 - 8 YEAR-OLDS 
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THE HAPPY STORY OF 
A cheerful and busy WALLACE THE ENGINE 


little engine, bright 

green, with shining brass and tall, old fashioned funnel was Wallace 

He ‘led his two carriages along a Scottish branch line, back and 

fi rth, four times a day until the railway people decided to close 

the line and run a bus instead. But Wallace had friends who were not 

ready to see him retire to the scrap-heap...... 

Coloured frontispiece and many line drawings by Gilbert Dunloy 
75 64 


THE STORY OF 
HAL s; AND THE HAYWARDS 


Most people like big, shiny, expensive cars. Hal 5 
was a little old car with a canvas hood — and it 
seemed that nobody wanted him. Then the 
Hayward family saw him and bought him. 
This is the story of a little car with a mind 
of his own, and how he had a really 

emendous adventure. Coloured 
frontispiece and many line drawings 
by Gilbert Dunlop. &s 6d 


Both books have been 
broadcast in Scottish 
Children’s Hour 
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PAMELA BROWN 


in a new vein 






a 
Loutsa is a fictional biography of Louisa 


M. Alcott, author of Little Women, with whom 
Pamela Brown has much in common. Both 
vrote books when only fifteen. Both 

oved the theatre. Only one short sketch 

by Louisa reached the stage. But for three years 
Pamela Brown has produced plays for BBC Children’s TV. 
Illustrated by Sax. &s 6d 


John and Jennifer’s Pony Club 
GEE DENES devised, and LADY KITTY RITSON wrote this 


new Jennifer book which includes a visit to the Royal stables. Photo- 
graphs in brilliant colour and black and white. 6s 
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four new titles in the 


MAYFAIR LIBRARY 
each 8s 6d 


Dancer’s Luck by LORNA HILL 
Caroline House by ELISABETH KYLE 
The Day of the Dingo by JOHN KIDDELL 


Tessa in South Africa by LADY KITTY RITSON 
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Kpo the Leopard 


All children will enjoy René Guillot’s new story about 


animals in Africa, ‘No recommendation could be too 
warm for the work of René Guillot.—The Times 
Literary Supplement. 8s 6d net 


Way for a Sailor 
A book for boys —for every boy who has ever wanted 
to go to sea. Peter Dawlish tells the story of Ronald 
McKay’s determined efforts to become a sailor. 9s 6d net 


Penny Puzzled 
A book for girls — those many girls who have delighted 
in A. Stephen Tring’s earlier stories about the bouncy 
and irrepressible Penny Andrews, who now enjoys new 
adventures. 8s 6d net 


Tenth Birthday 


A story for younger children by Evan Commager, in 
which five periods of American history are vividly re- 
captured through five family birthday parties. 9s 6d net 


0.U.P. 












































SOME RECENT TITLES 
PIRATE OF THE NORTH 


By HAROLD McCRACKEN 
[his exciting story is set in the Yukon territory. Jack Lausor 





spends a lonely winter in a lo bin. He meets many danger 
and has to fight tter ld and hunger besides the wild 
animals, whose undisputed domain this territory i An 


authentic picture of excellent book 


From THE PARAGON LIBRARY. 7s. net 


THE BAOBAB TREE 
By MARY CATHCART BORER 


Here is an adventure story for girl et in Africa. Gold 


a more thrilling prospect than farming for the Seddon family 
when they trek the African Vel 1 pioneering days. Dange: 
and adventure accompany them in the bid to keep the secr 


map and what it holds tore 


n for them 
From THE PARAGON LIBRARY, 7s. net 


SOUARE-RIGGER 
By Commander TOM THOMPSON 
When the “Kyles of Carraloc et ul for India, she ha 
three unusual new members of rew, as Ro Lovat, a 
young apprentice soon r 


im | ire crooks from New 
York’s dockside, shanghaied on board [The combination of 
the drama of life at presence of 
crooks makes the voy oO 


N LIBRARY. 17s. net 


STRANGE SAFARI 
By MARGARET RUTHIN 


From THE CROW 









Pudge Barton had intended to have pea 1] i 

beneath the African moon a! he be il c \ 
side of Kenya. Instead becon ivolved in a life-and 
death struggle with a powerful w doctor who attempts t 


lead an uprising again ‘ people 
From THE CROWN LIBRARY. 7s. net 
THE PORCUPINE TWINS 

By JANE TOMPKINS 


The latest addition to the cry popular series ol books 
this favourite author Kurt W drew the illustration 
his beautiful and unique style he story tells of the many 
things a young porcupine must | 1 in order to live a hapy 


ind safe life in the forest 


From THE JANE TOMPKINS SERIES. 6s. net 
Write for our free illustrated booklet 
* BOOKS MAKE IDEAL GIFTS” 


FREDERICK WARNE & Co. Ltd., Bedford Court, London, W.C.2 















































NELSON STEPHANIE PLOWMAN 

The greatest sea-fighter who ever lived springs to life 

in this vivid biography. (Story Biography Series). 
Illustrated. 9s. 6d. 


WHITE MAGIC J. M. SCOTT 
The adventures of two children amid the icy wastes of 
Greenland. Illustrated. 9s. 6d. 


HOW MANY MILES TO CYPRUS 
ERIC ALLEN 
The children of the Superintendent of Police in Cyprus 
join in a hectic chase after a local brigand. 
Illustrated. 9s. 6d. 
THE THEFT OF THE GOLDEN CAT 
ROGER LANCELYN GREEN 
A new adventure of the Spearlake children who appeared 
in The Wonderful Stranger and The Luck of the Lynns. 
Illustrated. 9s. 6d. 


Methuen’s Outlines 





OPENING AFRICA 
L. F. HOBLEY 
INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC 


PERCY M. YOUNG 





_ Dix-shot 


- box” , 
mm ae 1820 Gl \S 


S. E. ELLACOTT 
Each Illustrated. 8s. 6d. 


Methuen & Co., Ltd., - London 






























































When Dumb 
Animals Talk 


by MAURICE BURTON 


The author answers many} 


77) 


ing questions in a 
lingly clear and direct 
that will appeal to all 







styic¢ 


young readers 6 


The Good 


Beasts 
by ANNE FREELING 


A deeply moving story for all 





in Captivity 


Olympic 
Runner 


by I, O. EVANS, F.R.G:S. 
4 story of the Olympic 
“ld > ( 





lefend their 
it was attacked 





Hutchinson 
Books for 
Young Pe ople 


Joseph Chipperfield 


ROOLOO, STAG OF THE DARK WATER 


Another hee mature story by this 
far 1s 










fan hor The remote North-western 
Hig f Scotland form the setting for 
R argest surviving member of British 


wild life 10s. 6d 


The 2 Shape of the Motor 


Car 
by LESLIE A. EVERETT 


account of the changing shape of 





car The story of the automobile, 
rly adventurous days when it was 
ind derided, to the present era. It is 

f a revolution in our daily lives 
12s. 6d 


The Caves of 


the Great Hunters 
by HANS BAUMANN 


The amazing discovery of the famous ‘“‘Lascaux 
ve In 1940, in South-western France, four 
r 2 dog went exploring in the woods, 
to the disco wery of a prehistoric 
I us as the “‘Lascaux Cave,”’ the 
f man’s art 10s. 6d 


Prank G. Slaughter 


APALACHEE GOLD 









The fabul adventures of Cabezza de Vana 
Th yurful saga comes alive for the reader 

roug he the adventures of Pedro, one of De 
V: ana young companions 7s 


Miss Primrose 
by DAVID FLETCHER 


A harming story for the y« ta Illustrated in 
yur by Rosalie K. Fr 6s 


Deep in the Forest 


by ROSALIE K. FRY 


A tender and charming story, with attractive 
lustration Little Katinka lives in a wood- 
} deep in the forest, and we 

r on a series adventures that 
ul reading and w ‘appeal a he § 
6d 





Please write for our 
mplete 


catalogue 


HUTCHINSON & Co. 
ll, Stratford Place, 


Publishers) Ltd. 
London W.]) 
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Tales on = 
the North Wind &~ 
lied by BENJAMIN THORPE 
ind THOMAS KEIGHTLEY CY 
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THM / | The Valley 
eee - 
¥. p )) = 
_ ™ -) the Dragon 
4 


a Bey) a by OLIVE PRICE 


> 
ni — \ fine tory, set in the 
jomain of Kub Khan at the time of Marco Polo, 
umel boy who rescues one of the Emperor’s prized 
es from a bandit’s stronghold. Illustrated. 10/6 net 


What Do You Know ? 


Compiled by JOHN P, WYNN 


1,000 general knowledge questions for brains of all degre 
l in Compiled 
B.B.( ju1zZ programn of the same 
name 7/6 net 
" RECENT E PUBLISRED * 


Socrates: The Man Who Dared 
to Ask 


} CORA MASON THE TIMI The whole bool 
, j memor bl + eh 


Illustrated... 9/6 net AGE 13 UP 


The Book of Ralf 


i PHIL L IS GARR: + I VEI n excellent boys’ 
i ntin z the Ang! Norm n background, but never 


"Til trated. 9/6 net AGE 10 uP 


G. BELL AND SONS LTD. LONDON 








M. DENT & SONS LTD 


New Books for the 











Christmas Season 
Tann’s Boarders The Borrowers Afield 
Kitty Barne Mary Nortor 


Borrowers 


( t 


Kitty I 
Pantomime Christmas Stank 10s. 6d 
Hilda Hewett pao 
a caeagear en il linker Boy 
. Patricia Lynch 
i f nty town, of f 
I by H. Kernoff. 10s. 64 


Minikin and Her 
Friends Lebanon Adventure 
Mary D. Hillyard Viola Bayley 
. I ’ ‘ Pari 





Miss H 
nd nderstandir ( ur I tl 
wi 4 H. Wat 6 Mar i Is. 6d 
Children’s Ulustrated Classies 
t nt ral t wit pict that r belong to the storie 
RVIN, I I S tions by A. H. WILLIAMSON 
Hans Brinker Modern Fairy Stories 
Mary Mapes Dodge Ed. Roger Lancelyn Green 
strated Hans Baumhauer Illustrated by E. H. Shepard 
8 6d lls. 6d 








FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Stirabout Lane 


New Fairy Tales 
Verses for Boys and Girls by 











Doreen Baxter 

t by the ell-know: ith . 

oe Se eearee Saw Fohn D. Sheridan 

] V itch The W tior f poer t the hum 
i Croat a an Elept heft ritable for 

I i Lar laiden ( ir r I 
iw t itt Eileen ( € 

Dent 10 Bedford Stree London W.C.2 be please 
nd ll interested tl neé 40-f ( rey Book ( te 











SOSSSS> NEW EPWORTH BOOKS %9960¢ 


THERE APPLEYARDS 
by DAVID EDWARDS 
This is the first volume of the adventures of the famous 
television family, who have established themselves as 
first favourites of the B.B.C. Television Children’s Hour. 
Although primarily for children, this book will appeal to 
grown-ups as weli, for few parents deny themselves the 
pleasure of watching this very human family. The author 
is well-known for his portrayal of the elder son, John 
Appleyard. 8s. 6d. net. 
H. L. GEE’S 

PLEASURE BOOK 

Profusely illustrated by Ruth Scales 
A new volume of stories and verses by this very popular 
writer in his usual inimitable style. 7s. 6d. net. 


THE EPWORTH PRESS 
23-35, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C.1 


? 


¥ 


$6666 6666668 
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The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 
people of all ages 


Large and varied selection. Immense 
stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 


cordially invited. 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 
CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON 
TEL. 5049 
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‘We who are old shall not 
leave the battle, 
But lie at his feet, 
in the dust with 


our leader!” 


This chant was heard at the Battle of Hastings 
on the lips of King Harold’s Housecarles, who 
are the subject of Henry Treece’s new book for 
older boys and girls, HOUNDS OF THE KING, the 
best he has yet written (Illus. 9s 6d). Other new 
children’s books include:— CIRCUS TRIUMPHANT, 
Reginald Taylor’s exciting story of the early days 
of the circus (Illus. 9s 6d); ROUGH WATER BROWN 
by Henry Garnett, a tale of the time when theré 
were pirates on the River Severn (Illus. 8s 6d); 
RIDERS AND RAIDS, the new Fricka story by A/. E. 

1¢kinson (Illus. 9s 6d); HENRY FORD, a compre- 
hensive biography of one of today’s pioneers, by 
Cy Caldwell (Illus. 10s 6d); and ROYAL BROWNE, 
a novel set in British Columbia, by Kathrene 
Pinkerton, author of HIDDEN HARBOUR (9s 6d). 


Bodley Head Books for Boys & Girls 
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The Casket and The Sword 


Illustrated by 
BIRO 


Jeremy Shepherd, who lived in London, went to recover 
trom measles at a cottage in the country. He expected 
it to be a nice but unexciting holiday, but it turned into 
something very different. Near the cottage was the great 
and ancient house of Castlecombe at the centre of its 
enormous park, surrounded by a high brick wall, where 
wild animals roamed in freedom. Strange things were 
happening there. Jeremy heard a trumpet-call after dark. 
He got a message tied to an arrow, and so he came to 
play a part in the quest for the Casket and the Sword 
and the battle which Clive and Sally Palfrey were fight- 
ing to guard their inheritance. 


This is a story which is both old and new. It happens 
today, but it has its roots in yesterday. It contains songs, 
and the songs are part of it. It contains Mickey Few, the 
odd-job man, and Mungo McDougal, the man of power 
and money, who is fighting to drive the Palfreys from 
the home where they have lived for centuries. It is an 
historical allegory, if grown-ups like to call it so ; but for 
children from the ages of ten upwards it is a wonderfully 
exciting and romantic story, which never flags for a 
moment 


208 pp. Large Crown 8vo 10s. 6d. 


JAMES BARRIE 

































Exiles Come Home 
WINEFRIDE NOLAN 


A dramatic story concerning the hoy id fear 
by Catholics upon the acc c ~ James I. By 
ot Rich Inheritance Illustrated 13 


Rowan Farm 


MARGOT BENARY 
Continuing tne ry ol I post-wal {serman 
| presented by Mrs. Benary 
1; The Ark 10s ¢ 
; >| 


| The River of Adventure 
ENID BLYTON 


} Eighth in the Enid Blyton Adventure 
‘ most exciting of all ! All about range river triy 
|? lend Illustrated by Stuart Tr 
5 
is 
| 
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The Song of Lambert 
MAZO DE LA ROCHE 


The tale of a lamb who could sing, and how he went on 
trip to the South Pole, by the author of the famous Whiteoak 
novels Illustrated, 7 








MACMILLAN 



























Stirring up 


Trouble 





Bovs and girls who read Bud Helmerick’s 
Oolak’s Brother will know at once that the 
Eskimo is fixing a fishing-net under the ice; 
and they will know too how to make clothes 
of skin, build an ice-house, snare a ptarmigan 
and survive an Arctic blizzard. It is a most 
exciting tale, giving a_ better, truer and 
nfinitely more absorbing account of Alaska 
than any geography book! This is one of out 
many BROCK BOOKS for older children; but 
we have books for children of all ages from 
three to fifteen. Write for our catalogue of 
over two hundred books, illustrated in colour. 


Brockhampton Press 


MARKET PLACE - LEICESTER 




















REI? EEE Re Ra RN SE 
READING WITH MOTHER 


delightful series for younge: 
dren learning to read. Jonathan 
i Felicity, Jonathan on the Farm 
MARY COCKETT. Susi 

Home, Teddy Robinson, Mor 
About Teddy Robinson, Teddy 
Robinson’s Book, by JOAN 
ROBINSON Janey, Janey and 
Her Friends, by IRENE PEARI 


Illustrated. Each 4/6 Under 8 oo 








THE LITTLE WOODEN THE SECRETS 
SHOES OF THE WOOD 


IRENE PEARI URSULA MORAY WILLIAMS 


juthor of “Faney,” “faney and Her Author of “The Little Wooden 
Friends” > of 
e charming little stories are set 
background of the Fren vho Db 
intryside. They are really foll thei 
les, so skilfully written that the 
medy and quaintness of village 
in Brittany is conveyed in the 
manner suitable for young 
hildren. The latest in the “Harrat tk 
Junior Fireside Series.” Illustrated juarter: 
8-10 years 4/€ 








AT THE SIGN OF THE JUDITH IN HANOVER 
GILDED SHOE WINIFRED FINLAY 
E. K. SETH-SMITH 4uthor of “Cotswold Holiday’ 
ithor of “When Shakespeare lived In this book Winifred Finlay leaves 
in Southwark” her isual English background 


charming book is set in medi Judith Norton goes to Hanover 


| England. It has a fairy-story mprove her German, but finds her 
t of a boy, one of twins, stolen , : — , 
- c volve n rch 
birth and brought up to be r 
1 , il n l 
emaker’s apprentice 1 calling : neeney 
; . 4 rates raiINct . ate 1k 
vhich he is neither inclined no ’ t an t 
nt 1atio on 


ted, 


11-14 years Illustrated ¢ For ‘the Le Y 8 /¢ 


Ne 














New BLACKIE Books 


DILLY GOES TO AMBERGATE 
MARGARET BIGGS 
Illustrated by Ruth Murrell 


[he author writes sympathetically and humorously about a young girl 
rst tert t a boarding school Os. me 


THE SECRET OF THE HEADLAND ELSIE BLE\ 
Illustrated by Beardsworth 


la thi holt day enture story twins play an important part in preventn 
t m fall 1g into ie wrong hands 6s, ne 





THE DOUBLE TRAP BRIAN ANDREAE 
Illustrated by R. G. Campbell 


ite tale of life behind the ‘Iron Curtain’ where the action 
and al 1S. 6s. net 


HURRIC ANE HARLAND TAKES 


THE PLUNGE TOM ALLUM 
Illustrated by Bertoglio 


In this further story of the Detective Agency, Hurricane Harland aga 
up to his nick-name. Ss. ne 


SILENT TAKES THE TRAIL HOOLE JACKSON 
Illustrated by Bertoglio 


tale of the early settlers in California, with the hunt through unknow 
ntry for Black Mulligan ind hi 5 


captives »S. net 


THE UNWILLING ADVENTURERS 
VERONICA WESTLAKI 
Illustrated by Robert Hodgson 
How a lazy and — ome family 


1em and become really likeable people is mo 


forced to set out on a series < 


told Ss. net 


THE MOORINGS MYSTERY ALICE STERRY 
Illustrated by Terence Freeman 
\ children and a gentle blind girl become involved in a mystery a! 
eip to rescue a missing scientist oS. ne 
16-18 William IV Street 17 Stanhope Street 
London W.C,2 Glasgow C.4 
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This is the life story of Otto, the Otter-cub, from 
the day of his birth on the banks of a West-country 
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COUNTRY LIFE 
Books For Young People 


A NEW "GOLDEN GORSE" 


Author of Moorland Mousie 


Mary In The Country 
With illustrations by Ernest Shepard 


The delightful story of a town girl's happy and 
nstructive year in the country, during which she 
learns about the preparation of gardens, the 
growing of flowers and 

the training of animals. — 


<5 9/6 
call eh -* a 
a Zz the pine? 










An Exciting ‘'Real-Life'’ Animal Story 


Call Of The River 


ABEL E. BYRT 


With his sisters, Silverpatch and Grey- 
tuft, he explores the 











a strange and beautiful 

—— — Ee "~ world around him 
i t 7 x 5 8 tull-page 
F ing with Simor photog-aphs 8 6 





The Elements of Riding 
told in the Simplest Way 


Riding With Simon 
MONA SANDLER 
The story of a seemingly broken-down horse who after 
hack 


care and goad training became a first-class 
@ nervous rider wh ventually became an_ expert 





horse-w oman 


7shUa S 96 pr 1! photographs 8/6 


2-10 Tavistock Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2 
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Six of The Best 


Edited by Geoffrey Trease 


Illustrated by Alan fessett 10s. 6d: net 


Six short stories by your favourite author 


KITTY BARNE CYNTHIA HARNETT 
WILFRID ROBERTSON MALCOLM SAVILLE 
GEOFFREY TREASE STEPHEN TRING 


~~ BASIL BLACKWELL - OXFORD 
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Lumberjack 
by STEPHEN W. MEADER 


A lumber camp? That means roughing it in North 
America. Dan had an exciting .time working with 
lumber men in New Hampshire, U.S.A., for he helped 
fight a forest fire and track down the man who started 
it. ‘“‘Dan Garland is a very real and very human boy 
and his adventures and experiences are completely 


ibsorbing This really is a grand book and one it 
would not be possible to recommend too highly.”—Nez 
York Herald Tnbune 9s. 6d. net 


RICHARD BELL 
Trade Counter and Distribution: PUTNAM & CO LTD 
42 GREAT RUSSELL STREET - LONDON, W.C.1 
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This is 
CAPTAIN HORNPIPE 
meet him in the 


pages of 


Far and Away the Best 


an adventure story by a new author, Gerard Hyde, 


‘like “‘Alice’’ with a dash of Kenneth Grahame’. 
USTRATED BY GILLIAN WOOD 9s. 6d. 


ome «= GEOFFRY BLES, 52 DOUGHTY STREET, LONDON, W.C| ———-, 





yy V. H. Drummond trom The Little Wild Hous 
‘Fabe: 
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Personalities IV - John Bell 


OINCIDENCES occur, in life as in fiction. 
Any editor worth his salt would, however, 
reject as improbable a coincidence as tall as 
that of the arrival of John Bell at Amen 
House and the emergence of the Oxford 
University Press as the premier publisher of children’s 
books in this country. Revolutions are not commonly 
wrought by one man, and behind the changes of the 
last half-dozen years lies a good deal of spade work 








PA bt THE yur NIOR BOOKSHE! 


done in the pre-Bell era; nevertheless, the opinion 
which chooses to associate the remarkable achievements 
of the Press with this modest and unassuming young 
man is fundamentally a sound one. 


Whatever one’s mental picture may be ot the success 
tul publisher, it is unlikely to tally with the reality 
of John Bell. For the iron-grey hair, elderly urbanit 
and bogus geniality of popular imagination he sub 
stitutes an elusive yet unmistakable charm which is th 
product of obvious sincerity. Slight, with a schoolboys 
shock ot hair, and a boyish solemnity which is shattered 
suddenly by a smile, he looks absurdly young 
Certainly, in his early thirties, he must be among the 
youngest occupants ot an editorial chair today. York 
shire by birth and education, he prefers to think of his 
origins as West Country (the family was of Glouceste: 
shire). He went up to Oriel to read English, and 
suffered the usual interruption of military service. He¢ 
served with the Glosters for five years, of which tim¢ 
he has little to say except for the last year when, as a 
member of the Military Mission, he had the un 
forgettable experience . seeing Greece. On leaving 
Oxtord he entered the University Press as a personal 
assistant to Geoffrey Cumberlege and then, after thi 
briefest apprenticeship, found himself taking over from 
Frank Lyre on the latter’s departure for Australia. In 
his middle twenties he became engaged in one of the 

major enterprises in recent publishing history. 


Bell, 1 fancy, would consider that the subject of this 
article should be Frank Eyre. Certainly to him must 
be attributed the beginnings and the broad outline of 
the Oxford experiment. Everyone knows the natur 
of the Oxford list for children in pre-war years. 
included some good contemporary books, as well as a 
adequate, if somewhat homely, series of classics and a 
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imber of worthy, middle-of-the-road writers. The 
ilk of the list was taken up with those cheap books, 
iphemistically called ‘‘Rewards,’ which delighted 
he hearts of Sunday School superintendents and 

ldened those of Sunday School prizewinners. Most 

those who were young between the wars must have 
eceived, “for regular attendance,’ one of these 

lumes and it is nice to think that perhaps Bell him 
self somewhere preserves one such truthful tribute to 
his youthful zeal 


It was Geoffrey Cumberlege’s plan, and is Eyre’s 
nd Bell’s achievement, to have discarded sheer 
quantity and to have substituted for it a library of 
books which, by their beauty, dignity and gaiety of 
form and their richness, humour and integrity of 
content, are entirely worthy of the great Press from 


which they come. “‘Dom‘nus Illuminatio Mea” is not too 


xalted a motto for these books, for they, in their way 

as much as the World’s Classics, the Standard Authors 
ind the infinitely profound works of scholarship, shed 
the light of the Lord in dark places. In the initial 
staves Mr. Cumberlege entrusted this change of 
policy to E. C. R. Hadfield who soon afterwards left 
for other work Frank Eyre laid solid foundations, 
ind it was left to John Bell to vindicate triumphantly 
this ambitious project. 


lo carry out so complete a change required con- 
viction, and perseverance to overcome resistance to all 
things new among the public; it required above all 
irganised team-work Each of the thirty-odd books 
which emerge every year from Amen House 
is the result of a co-operative enterprise, not 
nly between the author, the artist and _ the 
publisher, but between all the five’ people 
vho make up the Oxford team These have 
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achieved a completeness, a self-sufficiency which is 
unique in the publishing of children’s books in_ this 
country. Every process, of selection, illustration, 
lavout, publicity, is planned within the department 
Nothing is farmed out to experts; they are their own 
experts. The results are obvious. Oxford has no 
monopoly of fine writers and illustrators, but who 
would not choose an Oxford book as an integrated work 
of art? This is team work, in which each person plays 
a vital part, but it would be wrong not to mention the 
contribution of the Production Manager, Miss M. E 
George, to whose skill, flair and impeccable good taste 
each book from the Press testifies. 


There are other yardsticks for success besides th 
financial, but undoubtedly money talks. ‘The Children’s 
Department now brings not only credit but also cash 
to the University Press. ‘he books which hold high 
the reputation of their House now pay their way and 
help to subsidise those invaluable and uneconomic 
treatises which are one of Oxford's contribu 
tions to world scholarship. ‘There is something 
infinitely charming in the thought of Mimff and 
Martin Pippin paying for Monopolistic Competition 
and General Equilibrium Theory! For this financial 
success there are several explanations. Primarily it is 
due to faith, which moves mountains and even on 
occasion the hearts of booksellers. “The Oxford books 
would not have succeeded if they had compromised 
They have maintained, during a difficult transitional 
period, the highest standards of format, style and 
content, and in time it has come to be recognised that 
the imprint of Oxford carries with it a guarantee of a 
certain kind of excellence. Booksellers, with certain 
exceptions, are notoriously slow to accept or even to 
comprehend change, and visits to most provincial 














NIOR BOOKSHELI PAGE 269 


ps will suggest that there at least Oxford offers no 
us competition to Our contemporary  miass- 
producers. But in the real bookshops, in the schools 
in the libraries, the Eyre-Bell revolution is 


1 


joured in the most practical way possible. 


What are the positive achievements of this revolu 
n? First, the Oxt ne ( niversity Press have provided 
ear for writers, some established, some new, but 
writers of professional ability and excellence. 
[here is sometimes an idea that a children’s writer is 
lifferent and inferior being, that by some peculiar 
ins a book for children makes lesser demands on 
the creator [his is not the Oxford way. An Oxford 
ithor is required to approach the writing of a novel 
children in the same spirit and with the same 
tistic equipment as he would the writing of an adult 
ok. Huis research must be as sound, his characters as 
sistent, his background as completels realised. 
Secondly, the books are designed throughout to pro- 
ie a harmony which can be instantly recognised. 
Anyone who handles books re¢ gularly can identify an 
Oxford novel for children at long range. And “yet, 
vith these common characteristics, each book is 
vidual as an artistic entity. No two books could 
less alike than, say, Timp. ill and Companions of 
Fortune. Each is perfect in itself; each is unmistakably 
n Oxford book. 


Quite obviously some other publishers have similar 
is of what a book for children should be, and have 
eved books of equal excellence. None, I think, has 
ntained so consistently high a standard or has lapsed 

m it so rarely. Other publishers — developed a 
House style.” None has succeeded in varying it so 
subtly to produce books of individual nein which are 
| stamped with the mark of the publisher. 
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What, in terms of individual books and authors, a 
the results of this policyr Bell has introduced 
English children the work of Rene Guillot, perhaps 
the most remarkable and original genius to b 
discovered since the war. He has presented Barbar 
Leonie Picard, opened up an entirely new field 
activity for Roland Pertwee, and brought back in ne 
and enchanting form the elusive art of Elean 
Farjeon. Among real and unexpected “finds” a1 
William Mayne and R. Forbes-Watson. His patien 
and confidence have brought Rosemary  Sutclift 
through a difficult stage of development to full 
maturity. In poetry, he has given form to the exuberant 
art of lan Serraillier and to James Reeves’ quiete: 
muse. He has afforded fresh opportunities for estab 
lished illustrators like Ardizzone, C. Walter Hodges 
and Joan Kiddell-Monroe, while always having 
welcome for unknown artists of real promise. He has 
launched a memorable enterprise in the Oxford Myths 
and Legends. He has and this should be epitaph 
enough for any man he has published Tim petill 


"he man behind the Oxford books is not dominated 
by theory. He has not codified and classified his 
thoughts on the qualities which make a good book fot 
children. He would, I believe, be inclined to describe 
his approach to his work as “instinctive.” He knox 
a good book when he meets it, not by a_ systemati 
enumeration of points but by a sixth sense which tells 
him clearly when he is on to a good thing. Lest this 
should seem too easy, it might be emphasised that this 
“instinct” is not innate but the result of appreciati' 
early reading and of mental discipline. But, whateve 
the reasons, whatever credit one gives to the influen 
of Frank Eyre or Kathleen Lines, or to the benevolent 
direction of Geoffrey Cumberlege, or to the help ot 
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\irs. Bell who, as Pamela Whitlock, is both a creative 

tist and outstanding critic, it is very clear that Oxford 
Children’s Books are in good hands and that ahead lie 
many years of artistic achievement and economic 
prosperity. There may not be a Companions of 
Fortune or a Swarm in May every year, for not even 
John Bell can produce genius from a hat. Each book 
from the Press will, however, be an individual book, 
not written to a pattern, and each will be given a dress 
lesigned precisely to suit its qualities. Of what other 
publisher, in this or any other country, can this be 
said? 





Illustration by Helen Sewell from dway Goes Sally (Woodfield) 
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The New Books 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


LIKEN, J. More than you bargained for. Illus. by 


Marriott. 190 pp. 8 4 Cape 9/6 


In these short stories Miss Aiken attempts to blend the 


world of fantasy with that otf the very solid everyday. ‘This, 
owever, Is not always very smoothly done and the surpris 

t] rgain is loud clang as the two worlds clash. “he 
iuthor tries to use the very earthiest parts of the everyday 
world, w 1 is go sometimes too earthy and 
too vulgar and then the effect is that of a harsh and sardonic 
artoon. Lhe apparent attempts at humour leave too often 
1 bitter impression. In spite of all this however there are 
stories where there is a gentle weaving of fact and fancy, and 
ere is a union of soft al richness. Here are 
delightful wingings to other true ind a surprising 





vision of light from an inner eye. Even the harsher tales have 


some gay attraction rollicking tun and boisterousness that 
eminds one of the nonsense of Edward Lear, while throughout 

book tl Ss a poetic current that surfaces from time to 
time. ‘The production is excellent and the illustrations by Pat 


\larriott belong to the two worlds. 


ALLEN, E. Pepe Moreno. Illus. by H. Cook. 58 pp. 


1 


6 ; ; , ; Faber 7/6 
A delighttul st of a little shoeblack in a small Spanish 
town, his friends and enemies, the escapes and white lies to 
hich a boy’s pranks and sense of honour lead. ‘Vhoroughly 
Spanish in flavour with attractive illustrations, but one wonders 


A 


whether a child would appreciate them, and at what age the 


book is aimed. ‘The format suggests 8 to 10 but, like so many 


of Faber’s books, this is one for the intelligent and imaginative 


nag 
child, and will be enjoyed by some adults. 



































THE JUNIOR BOOKSHI 


Baker, NI The Wishing Well and other stortes. 


Illus. by P. Fortnum. 120 py; 


\liss Bake1 ilas ¥Y1 


. 7s ~ Rar. 6 


vivel is anothe DOOK OI delighttul sto 
stories tull of delicacy and charm, which are detailed pictu 
n miniature ot tiny bustling vivacious people. Dhey 


onversation pieces too tre 
Widow Wiggins, Vittyw 
\lartha Gsoodbody and ot 
the qualities of the traditi 
some shallow patches het 
» merit a place 1 
vy Peggy Fortn 
th 


Kinship 
t } 
{ 


lions 


world by 


‘eh 


FARJEON, [| The little bookroom. Illus. by 


, —_— 
k. Ardizzone. 302 pp. 8} 


lhere are very few 


sured. During Miss 


g g 
1 great many stories, some of them in fugitive publicat 
Here are some of them, gath red togethe by their aut! 
with a charming preface, and adorned and enriched 
\rdizzone’s finest manner. <A book, in fact, to read witl 


nd to keep lor a lifetime 


lhe natural compar 
lhere is no other parallel 


} 


of prose a poet’s sensibility, 


inding, without slipping 


\liss Farjeon lacks that sudden illumination of motive w 


is Mr. De La Mare’s uni 
one De La Mare. Mliss 


an approach him for Vari 


ier own purely feminine ¢ 
The King and the Corn 
San Fairy Ann. 

With the publication 
whole of Miss Farjeon’s 
It makes a noble monume 
never cheapened her art, 


found, infinitely readable. 


lso to Oxford who have given so fitting a setting to her jev 


like art. 


sugvgestiveness ot 


ym which flows the lively chatte: 


ee the \louse, Methuselah the (¢ 


hers. Ihe stories do not inherit 
onal folk and fairy tale the: 
e and there but there is enoug 


wear the general stream. ‘he 
im depict the boundlessness ot 
their poetic line. 


54 OU.F. 


writers whose every Word Is 
Farjeon’s long lite sne has writt 


ison is with Walter De La M 
of a poet who brings to the wi 
wealth and imagery, and deep un 


into‘ poetic’ language. lo say 


que gift is no criticism; there is o1 
Farjeon is the only other write 
ty, gaiety and depth, and she 
harm. Only a poet could have wi 
, only a woman could have writt 


of The Little bookroom, nearly 
work is in print in worthy editi 
nt to a very fine writer; one who 
but who has always been gay 
Salute to Eleanor Farjeon; S 
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‘SER, S. AND THATCHER, B. Tai-Lu flies abroad 
Illus. by K. Rowell 126 pp 74 5 
Chatto & Windus 6 
Ihe essential function of fantasy is to convince the 
| ader of the world it portrays. In this book the authors do 


lot quite succeed in convincing 
lhe characters are well defined in the story, although un 
pleasingly portrayed in the il 


tions. Espec i lly lov ible Is 
| } 


gorgeous (slw idys the tortoish Il « es | l 


u herself is perhaps 
9 little too exquisite’ and supercilious. 
lhe adventures of ‘lai-Lu and her friends are sufficiently 
ng; but the reader sometimes feels that the possession ot 
magic powers makes it very easy for the heroine to overcome 
her less gifted opponents. Sh tainly employs h net 
morphoses to the greatest advantage, and displays considerable 
Z esource in her selection of disguises 


() LF The Oxford Nursery Rhyme Book 

Illus. by cuts and by J. Hassell. 224 pp. 94 X 6] 
CREP. 21/- 
\ succession of delights, in general appearance, choice of 
illustrations, selection, arrangement and all, reflecting the ed 
tors’ own delight and knowledge, from the preface to the little 
vignette of the three collaborat ind tl 


he acrostic on ‘Finis’. 


( 
edl 
I ‘he preface gives a clear definition of their methods and aims 
their feelings about Mother Goose and a pleasing (and well- 
merited) tribute to Joan Hassell, whose work is a special de- 
light in itself. So are the old cuts a delight in themselves, and 
ramped as some of them look by modern standards they offer 


( children much to pore over and ponder on, whether the maste1 
| 


i 
ly white-line work of Bewick or the crude but vigorous work 
of unknown journeymen, with their stiff figures and strange 
cuts. 


The rhymes, however, are the real reason for the book’s 
existence and very well they justify it. 800 in all, in nine 
sections, lovingly and intelligently arranged, they afford a rich 
ind varied store of lullabies, play-rhymes, old saws, country 


songs, nonsense and riddles, cumulative tales, jingles, jibes and 
jokes and nursery lore from many generations past (and some 
not so far past, judging by a reference to teddy-bears, and an- 
, other to an airman). Variations are given in many cases, not 


ilways together, and although it is inevitable that one’s own 
favourite versions are sometimes by-passed (Tafty’s marrow 
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Arizona. The treatment is light but sound, a real picture 


the strange country and tl rmy-post life is given, and 
romantic note is genuine. Ellen makes a good heroine, hor 
in both her doubts and her loyalties, and her story can 





recommended without qualms and with some warmth to ol 
girls. 


Huccett, F. E. The coal miner. Illus. 89 pp. 


Hr 


84 X 63 ' : ; ; E.S.A. 
This worthy addition to the People’s Jobs series 
interesting reading and a concise and comprehensive 


of the industry. ‘The 





story of mining is traced from the 
days of a century ago to the present day, though without 
regard to the social and political background. From f 


hand acquaintance the author presents a clear and 


il accurat i 


picture of the miner and his different jobs, and he describ 
how a modern coal mine works and the machines which 
ised. The book is amply illustrated with line drawings 
photographs. It contains a good index and valuable append 
of mining terms, other books to read, films available for 


loan and filmstrips. 
I 


GHES, F. Bill Holmes and the Fort 


if ft his is credible id ent or t ot s 
nd detective interests. Bill’s inability to 
S s I] sions 18s sometimes o rpl 
n ul and individual character, and his 
e admirable. The masters themselves 


re seen with a very knowing eye, and Bill’ 
ire described with a rather pawky 








ppropriate in this school-boy tmospnh W ‘ 
handed or condescending. ‘There is n 
‘aught, and a sort of easy skill which makes the unpret 
story much better than the average school-boy tale. 
mysteries are small but made interesting by the w In \ 
Bill thinks them out i theft, linked later with th 
mpersonating a fortune-teller in the travelling circus in v 


Sill takes a part-time job, and a school affair concernins 


ilarming science-master’s apparatus. Slight, but very good 
its kind. 





OO 
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ONGER, L. The Young Traveller in the West 


s. Illus. 156 pp. 74 : Phoenix House 8/6 
‘This volume is as good as the rest of the Young Traveller 
series, lively and genially informati\ ind using the same 
ethod of imparting the information. Here the two young 
people are accompanied by their journalist father who is con- 
eniently looking for “copy [here is ample but not too 
ich intormation and introd tions to a variety of peoples 
enliven the scene. The diftterences of the islands are well 


noted. ‘lhe author at one point says ‘‘None of the scenery 
was dramatic but it was neat and pleasant and undulating,” 
ind this is true of the book which runs happily and swiftly 
ilong. It is hurried geography this but tantalising stuff that 
wili not easily satiate or sicken the young reader. 
\. W. Books. Illus. 82 pp. 83 X 6} 
E.S.A. 7/6 
Although the wide format of this Information Book series 
allows of a little extra in the text of each page, it is an achieve- 
ment to compress the history of book-making into the modest 
. 
) 


ace allowed. Success depends to a great extent on a nice 
lance between prose and pictures and Mr. Lewis manages 


} 

this extremely well. It is a pleasure to find the origin of mod- 
rn printing methods in the West clearly and truthfully ex- 
plained. ‘The author may appear to be rather taking his time 
in the earlier chapters wher: patiently explains the develop- 
ments in the use of clay, wood, wax, papyrus and parchment, 
but this clearing of the preliminaries enables the later chapters 
to be moulded more simply anc 
author never neglects an opportunity to introduce a human 
note. As usual, with th he illustrations are plentiful 
and beautifully clear. 


o cover more ground. ‘The 





S series 


wis, R. Your book of weaving. Illus. 48 pp. 


64 ‘ . , Faber 8/6 
Unlike so many books on we ng, which are intended 
for the advanced worker owning a large loom, this book is a 

inating craft. 
described can be made by a child 


really simple and practical introduction to a fascinat 

Practically all the appliances 

from oddments of wood. Besides weaving proper there is also 
little material on plaiting, rugmaking and basketry. 

A book on any craft should fill the reader with the desire 
to practise that craft; and this one, with its clear text and 
excellent diagrams and lay-out will certainly rouse enthusiasm 
in many embryo weavers. 
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Illus. 
Burk: 5 


well chosen and n 
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takes a really exciting turn, and the children’s re 
very well imagined. It is also an asset that they 
‘“teens’’ and behave accordingly, as in many 


the children are only nominally over ten. 


ictions seem 
are in their 
stories of this type 
And exciting as the 
final chase becomes, the trio « in obviously have a good time 
without relying on such outside happenings. “lhe publishers 
have sensibly not tried any “translation, so the Canadian 
atmosphere is I thd illy preserve d but they should have ( hecked 
ip on their blurb writer. 
! pp. 
4 5 , - . ; ; ; O.U.P 7/6 
lhis book is the fifth title in this author’s series New Play- 


books of Sctence. It will be read with interest and considerable 


McKay, H. Oddities of sound. Illus. 191 


amusement, for there are many lively touches of humour, by 
young scientists. A knowledge of mathematics beyond ordinary 
level is needed to appreciate the arguments in most of the 
book. It is recommended for purchase for secondary, technical 


1001 libraz 1es. 


and grammar s 


\larquarD, D. The Land and Peoples of South 
Africa. Illus. 88 pp. 8 X 5 Black 6/6 
This book is a pleasant example of the kind produced 
when an authority allows himself to relax and to sketch rathe1 
than etch his subject. ‘he early history of South Afri: 
colony is adroitly surveyed in 


as 

couple of chapters and the rest 
of the book is devoted to South Africa as it is now. The prob- 
lems of mixed 


race are stated but not enlarged upon. What 
emerges from the latter part of the book is an uncomplicated 
picture of white men in South Africa, just as from the middle 


emerges a plain picture of South Africa as a country. ‘There 
are fifteen excellent photographs and a clear map, and a factual 
ppendix subdivided under intelligent and intelligible headings. 


\IaAy¥NE, W. 4 swarm in May. Illus. by C. W. Hodges 

199 pp. 8} X 54 ; OAP. 10/6 
William Mayne has got there! His two earlier books 
were rich in promise. In d swarm in May he fulfils all our 
hopes and gives us a tale which is as fresh as a May morning, 
brimful of youthful fun and sweetness, and not without 


| its 


deeper undertones. 
The setting is unusual, a Cathedral choir-school which is 


clearly Canterbury. Such schools are, I suppose, among the 
oldest in the country. ‘Their traditions go straight back to the 
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Middle Ages ind the boys, for all that they are possessed ot 
the timeless devilment which we like to think of as modern 
ire guided by habits and practices of distant centuries. That 
s the background of this story. The 
with remarkably real little boys singing, playing, exploring tl 

nd forbidden, treasures of the Cathedral. Treasur: 


+ 


foreground is fill 


nts are among the most worn ingredients of the children 


story, but there was never such a hunt as this or such a tro 


This is very good book indeed. It has a most origin 
theme and an unusual setting. It is told with the art th 
nceals art; not until one has finished reading does one realis 
the writing is. Its moral and social values 
1d 5 its psychology. The characters, boys ind adult 
he atmosphere, the dialogue, all are entirely convincing an 


bsorbing. It is an experience to read such a book; to review 


\Tartin, R. The Land and Peoples of Spain. lus 
Sopp. & X 35 “ , ‘ ; ; Black 0/6 
‘The author ot this addition to the Land and People 
series seems to have a firm grasp of the technique of writing 


general guide with a historical background. One feels he |} 
sense of composition which includes the knack of selectin 
essentl ls. 

The result is a pleasantly readable and informative book 
Even division into regional topics fails to disturb the flow of 
the text and one passes easily from Isabella to Andorra, from 
Andorra to the Balearics, to industries, Art and Architectu 
and everything else that an intending visitor should know som 
thing about. The sixteen photographs are all interesting 


beautifully clear. 


Meraper, S. W. Lumberjack. Mus. by H. C. Pitz 
“3 ; Richard Bell 7 
An unexpected choice from a new publisher, but a go 
this American story was first published in 1934 and is | 
reliable author of boys’ books whose own boyhood particit 


tion in many of the ictivities described here vives this sti 


special warmth 

His Dan Garland, in the year before he goes to colleg 
does a man-sized job of work helping a small team of prof 
s level his grandfather’s great stand of pines. The 


sional loggers | 
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“ 


s much fascination in the des iptions of setting up operations 
some good shop-talk, and no little romance in the life of the 
hard-bitten lumberjack ew ildish in some ways, 
but showing such skill in tl yugh open-air work of the forests. 
New Hampshire had much to offer at the turn of the century 
in the way of home-made entertainment, and the races, the old 

ries told round the fire, an garing-oft (which always 
sounds a particularly satistactory aftair) spell the periods ot 
hard work. A vengetul villain lurking in the background pro- 
vides a thread of interest, not particularly necessary with such 
competition as the climate alone provides for English readers. 
The varied dialects of New England, French Canadians, Iris! 
and others might have been more lightly indicated, but thx 
various national characteristics seem well projected, not least 
that of Dan’s grandtather. ‘he time, place and situation were 
ull well worth recording, and Mr. Meader makes a very com 
petent recorder. ‘The illustrations with a few early exceptions 


ire good examples of Mr. Pitz’ ability to suggest strength and 


movement. 


HAM, \ The Great House of Estraville. Ullus 


J. Bruce. 192 pp. 74 X 5 , Collins 8/6 


Violet Needham’s dedication shows that she is now 


great 
iunt, thus putting reviewers in a delicate position, for it seems 
very impolite to say anything unkind of a great-aunt. Yet 


be done for her new book is to damn it with 


faint praise. Her Monte Lucio of the past was something ot 


the most that can 


pseudo-Ruritania, in the present it seems to cling rathe1 
desperately to the Nancy Mitford breed of aristocracy. She 
sees her d’Estravilles as charmingly feckless, unmistakably 
“quality,” loved by the surrounding peasantry. ‘he reviewe1 
sees them as a little too self-conscious, a bit bogus, but quit 
good at posing in the picturesque attitude. 


The writing is clear and practised, the story slightly 
sentimental. The frightfully ingenious and unsophisticated 
children search for a lost chalice whose secret (the motto “work 
and pray’) is supposed to restore the fortunes of the house, 
and an Englishman with all the right tastes and background 
falls in love with their auburn-haired aunt. The result might 
be described as a fluent juvenile novelette for intermediate 
girls who find the idea of iced tea made like cup and beautiful 
small boys talking quaintly of God the epitome of romance. 
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Notan, W. Exiles come home. Illus. by S. Tresilian 


293 


RAWI 


1] 


pp. 8 X 54 : ; : : Macmillan 13/t 
Henry Rigby, of Rich Inheritance, now a priest, return 


England shortly before the death of Elizabeth, sees the re 
, 





laxation of tension tollowing the succession of James and, in 


with 


his fellow priest, Matthew Reynolds, and is on his w 
to execution in the last scene. ‘There is a place for book 
ling with such themes, but Mrs. Nolan is a little too pai 


tisan and not sufhciently informative about her period in get 
| to recommend out of hand. Her stories can be re 
sn ply s stories, and the es pes and concealments are su 


to appeal in any setting, but even the Catholic position is n 


learly presented, and the Protestant case is_ entire] 
gnored, aside trom the implication that all they wanted w 


co 
S 
4 
7 
4 
f 


good purpose 
ye way, for it shows what a disaster Guy Fawkes’ project w 


many loyal Catholics of all degrees, and how many wet 


wa or the plan. Protestant readers will be left in tl 
k Ss to tne chai icte 5 motivat n though those who 


Meriol Trevor's Sun S/ower, Sun Faster n gain a bett 
ppreciation of the situation. Some of Mrs. Nolan’s sentet 


S seems very involved, and some of her statements 
ee Saete ; 
prisingly like those in 18th century children’s books 


er historical background is somewhat dutifully “put in,” 
her subject is well chosen and will be enjoyed in moderat 
It seems likely, however, that her main purpose will go 

fulfilled ,as Henry’s end does not seem particularly moving « 
meaningful, and the reasons behind it are scarcely touche 


ipon. 


INSON H. G. The L ind and Peoples of India 
s 90 pp. 8 X 5 : ; ; Black 6 
India is a large subject for a small book but Mr. Raw] 
son has selected his material in such a way as to demonst1 
the parts played by personalities, places and creeds in its diff 
cult history. In his trying to bear in mind the object of 
picting modern India and the influences which have formed 
the historical side is inevitably patchy and it seems a pity 
pass over the work of the governor-generals who played sucl 
great part in the consolidation of British rule. One is left, t 
with a very vague idea of what sort of communications mod 
India can boast and how far they may lead to a unified an 


tightening which follows the Gunpowder Plot, is captured 
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cohesive whole. Roads and railways and airways are not men- 
tioned even in the factual Appendix. ‘The most exciting things 
in the book are the four colour plat Ss reproduced trom paint- 
ings by Mortimer Menpes, ing all the photographic plates are 
good and there is a two-page map. 


HE, A. Christians Courageous. Illus. by A. Lake 
143 pp. 83 Xx 54 B s Oates 13/6 
‘These tales of early Christian Resta and adventurers have 
quiet serene air about them that befits thei expression ot 
faith. Adventure and excitement there is but it is the advent 
of such men as Father Damien, Caedmon and Athanasius, who 
were dependent upon more than their own urge and stability. 


Many of the characters and their exploits are little known but 


\} 
ill contribute to the spreading of the Gospel and thus they 


earn their place in this book. ‘he stories have many diversions 
nd asides which show an author’s wider knowledge and con- 
ribute a larger view of history. “The manner is however still 
formal, that of an orator rather than a con\ itionalist and 


the general effect is sometimes a too plain aaa “arid one. The 
quietness needs more colour and texture and a little more 
feeling. Some details of history are only hinted at and while 
the Arian heresy is perhaps a tough subject for young readers 


its mention necessitates some brief explanation. The olde: 
and more thoughtful child will appreciate the book. The 


format is reasonably attractive and the illustrations suitably 


bold. 


Rusu, P. The Minstrel knight. lus. by M. Thomas 
256 pp. 74 X 5 , ; ; Collins 8 6 
An unusually refreshing and « njoyal le addition to the 


somewhat overcrowded shelf of cal fiction (which is 
eceiving more than its fair share of ptt Sem this year) this 
has a very good tale to tell, based on 14th century manu- 
script in the B.M. about a 12th century Robin Hood of the 


Marches. All the | proper activity follows the outlawing, by 
King John, of young Fulk Fitz-Warin and his five brothers 

jokes against the King’s agents, escapes, a fine fight in a 
Scottish castle against a hooded gang, a sea foray, and a terrible 
battle to save the home castle and their lady-mother (a mother 
worthy of such sons) — and it is given added strength and 
depth by the hero’s novel situation. Not a fighter by nature, 
young Fulk leaves his lute-playing and even disregards a call 
monk, full knowledge that 


become violence is ‘wrong 
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trains himself to outdo even his warrior brot s, asseml 
band of devoted followers and leads them well 


His intelligence is shown as part of his strength, and 


, 

sense of responsibility towards his men, t 
I rs change to excitemen and pieas K1LIInNg 
shame at his pleasure, are conveyed without dragging the st 
aown into mk isS OT ac lt no 11s ro ps Logis 

} , | 
it 1s ng to | inn tl | lk S ns t 5 

} A ”) , 

e original version and no 2 cen 0 
| language does sometimes tly 2 

: 

ng, but on the whole the pe seems ll es 
oO sorting to prith s . 

:, 
trouDadour <¢ oil seems S 1 ( . S 


John, who finally gives the family 1 stl \\ 
so long denied them, because he is amused by Fulk’s 
ition of a ghost, and a pleasant young st 


readers may well remember whenever they se vod 


or choir stall. Ihe illustrations are rathe1 s] ght Dut In & 
ing with the lightness of the telling, lightness ret k 


story which ends, and ends acceptably, wit 


blind, but remaining the “best-loved young lord in Engl 


+ x 54 ; , Hodder & Stoughton 8 
This latest Nettleford novel lacks the full convicti 
its predecessors, principally in the machinery of the plot w 
seems sometimes to fall out of mesh. “The denouement 
is something of an anti-climax. Perhaps it was a mistak 
forsake Nettleford itself for a holiday in the Yorkshire D 
Although the Vicar and Mrs. Langton accompany thei 
and the Richardsons’ children, the ‘feeling’ of family, so 
ing in the earlier books, seems to evaporate as soon as N 
ford is left behind. The children seem less good-ter 
with one another than might be expected on a holiday, tl 
that may be due partly to the shocking weather which p 
for most of the book. Or is it that the Owlers dange 
lear to growing up? Even Miss Kiddell Monroe’s d 


an unexpected suggestion of disturbed adolescen 


1ough she no longer felt her subjects clearly 
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wc, M. Art of Chinese paper folding. Illus. 
32 pp. 84 4 : lhames & Hudson 9/6 


[he author attempts to teach a very complicated craft 
vithout first-hand instruction, by means of diagrams and ex- 
lanatoryv text Despite the I] of the diagrams she is 
ot wholly s ul, although it is difficult to say whether 
this is d to in the instructions, or to the essential 





fheulties of the technique. Patience, concentration and 


H, C. Fox. The Valiant Sailor. Illus. by N. Dear 

o wm 5] . > 

86 pp. 8 ; O.U.P. 10/6 
Not many modern authors been able to write romances 
sailing ship days as eftectivel s the late C. Fox Smith, 


this posthumous publication lives up to the blurb’s promise 
bold, brave and sound at heart.” It is not so well-knit 
s some of | earlier tales, perhaps because there is a long 


le within the tale, but it is all good reading with a man of 
acter in the centre (the narrator’s father) whose one 

t kness has put him in the power of some pictur- 

sque villains. Young Tony tells of the family’s flight from 
he I‘yneside docks to the remote inn of the title, his father’s 
departure with a sinister man with a bear, his own running 
hant ship, reunion with his father in a 

French prison, and their escape into the very ship on which 
villains are sailing for the treasure of which his father 
Ids the key. Iwo coincidences are required, but made 


isable, and vivid pictures are given of the ordinary people 
1 sit ions of the Napoleor 1, while the author’s love 
f ships is evident thi veh ut nd ll the threads of the story 
e neatly tied at the end. 


on, C. P- Phantom Horse. Illus. by S. Rose 
NJ pp ] ; ) . . ° Collins be 6 


Jean’s first thoughts when told the family is going to 
\merica for three years is “What will happen to the ponies? 
\ thoroughly horsey book with Jean as narrator, though some 


the differences between Ar n and English life are 

ean and Angus’s friendship with an 
in the capture ort 
} 


\merican family. An exciting st ending 
} hor han usual] 


anship t 





' 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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Warner, ]. Vanishing Prairie. Illus. 124 pp. 9 X 6 
Rathbone 9 
This is truly “the book of the Film’’; and it is “stills 
from the film which provide the majority of the illustratior 
The really beautiful colour photographs are reinforced by sor 
very attractive sketches, and the whole book is well produced 
and visually pleasing. 


The text is informative and sympathetic; despite tl 
irritating use of the historic present tense. It almost entire! 
voids the pitfalls of sentimentality and cheap humour whi 


marred the film. 


The book emphasises one point that man, who can s 
isily destroy the wonder and beauty of the life around hir 
can never replace what is lost. 


For this alone, even apart fre 
its intrinsic merits, this ts 


\ iluable contribution to pop i] 
nature study. 


Wetcn, R. Ferdinand Magellan. Ulus. by W. Stobbs 
170 pp. 8 X 53 ; , ; O.U.P. 9 
Although its subject would seem fraught with interest 1 

is a surprisingly dull book. Admittedly, Magellan is a diff 
hero, for practically nothing is known of his early history 

of his character at any time, and the first chapters are 

of suppositions. [his means that many statements boil dow: 

to “we do not know if Magellan was involved in this aft 

but he was in the right area and position, and we can be s 

that if he was involved he acquitted himself well” 

very satistactory sort of story-telling. 


n 
It is less understand 
that so little is told of his background, for if any conject 
were to be made it would have seemed better to apply 
to his known religious tendencies (nothing is said of the s 
of religion at that time) and the life of the court in which 
vouth was spent. Too many questions arise and are 
inswered how might Magellan have spent the long vy 
before he left Portugal, and even though his king dismissed 
how could he do his own country a disservice Even if 
isons are known for the faulty victualling of his ships, w 
might they have been ? And twentieth century readers 
surely entitled to more explanation of early attitudes tow 
common sailors and foreign savages—Mr. Welch seems aln 
to share those of Magellan’s time, implying that sailors wv 
rather silly not to jump at the chance of going on su 
vovage, and that natives were equally silly to sell their pr 
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is concerned to make the application a matter 


+r than abstract theory, but adds 


f imaginary or actual scenes. 


ot commonsens 
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Mrs. Whit 


1 final section on the 


for the sake of those interested in technical drawing. Duplicat 


nd-p ipers prov ide 


ind the whole book 


gives the user an 


mathematics as wel 


simple keys for the main terms of referen 
is admirably arranged and designed. 
dded respect for the laws of vision 


I 


is making him, quite sudd 


the laws of perspective as a natural part of 


. 


eh 


t 


the older methods 


re‘ elation. no less. 


WricHtson, P. Thi 
Horder. 153 pp & 


Ml 


this new importation from Australia has a ni 
executed story, with slight but unmistak 
flavour to justify the extra price. ‘The idea 
group of children form a gang, feel it should 

ind find one in plotting the defeat of some older 


go hunting in a N 


nteres Ss pt 1re< 
dividual enough 
side project otf m 


rather of the school 


rather ) pleasant ( 
relief, too, that 


bloodless 


pense. The references to town and school are 


} 


enough without requi 


in something imposed from without. 


c nly, 


ible to 


drawing rat! 


this handsome oblong book must come 


and their activitic 
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Crooked Snake. Illus. by 


use of the setting, but because the re 


tional P 


54. Angus & Roberts 
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project, but is altogether 


mn 


ibly 


t see 
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ve an 


boy 
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ire natur 
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district 
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Ss 
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sn 


probable 


the children realise that theirs must 
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musing to find that 





lave very friendly 


izens, a name 


one or the 





1g v 
the 
| 


} 


which leads the children te 


just “fore 
explanations and glossaries, and 


school iSSO iation is ( illed P 


( lassif 


other. Most of the Citizens thes 


dispositions, and the whole book give 


attractive impression of Australian life and _ pee 


t 


Horder’s illustrations add to this impression 


makes a Very good 


rhtly younger 
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ple. 
ind 


M 
the 
introduction to Commonwealth storie 
rs than Miss Phipson’s 


To anyone taught 


is 
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While not so outstanding as the books by Joan Phips 
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victory, though it is not without excitement and s 
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FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


ESTERS, A. O. Heather. Illus. 96 pp. 83 X 63 


D 


/ 


E.S.A. 7/6 

The danger in being painstaking over a technical subject 

in a book intended for lower age groups is to give the im- 
pression of being laboured, and that impression is not altogether 


ibsent from this addition to ‘Information Books.” It is at 
its strongest in the introductory material which explains the 


‘ 
molecule structure and behaviour of water and its vapour, and 
lessens as Mr. Chesters gets down to the broader details of 
weather indications and cause and effect. Once he gets down 
uuthor treats his material effectively, not only 


because he makes the best use of frequent diagrams but because 


to business the 


he begins his explanations with references to common 
experiences such as finding oneself in a wind arch, or seeing 
the exhaust of a locomotive disappear or “lie” behind the train. 
Ihe book deals carefully with fact and fancy in the realm of 
forecast and writes more than usually intelligibly on th 
mysteries of polar fronts and depressions, demonstrating again 
stage by stage. ‘This is still not an easy book but its arrange 
ment gives a beginner at this subject many breathing spaces. 


ww, F. E. The true book about electricity. Illus. 


++ pp 74 2 ° ° ° Mulle: 6/60 
Mr. Dean has given $ non-technical book about 
lectricity and its uses. After outlining the early pioneering 
lavs of electricity, he describes the odern wonders it now 
performs. He brings the stor p-to-date with a final chapte 


on atomic power. 

The pen-and-ink drawings are mediocre. There is no index. 

RRELL, G. The New Noah. Illus. by R. Thompson 
ee. ‘ : : ‘ ° , Collins 10/6 
Although Mr. Durrell’s three books for adults on_ his 
animal collecting expeditions would seem within the range of 
most reasonably good younger readers, here are his experiences 
ut down to a collection of entertaining anecdotes for children. 
The anecdotes are entertaining, and the book will be enjoyed, 
but it is disappointing to find so little information on Mr. 
Durrell’s profession, as most of his readers would surely like 
to know how he came to choose such work, how he trained, 
what preparations and backing were needed for each expedi- 


tion, and more about obtaining specimens. Some captures 
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of the 85 plates which show a wide range of the most delightful 
dolls, and the choice of quotations Is ¢ 
taining. A good deal of disconnecte 


gathered from the book by a layman, though a specialist might 


»tten extremely ente1 
1 information may be 
find it disappointing, and there are appendices listing dol 
toy-makers in old London Directories and on the Montanari 
family, but it seems probable that many adults (and children) 
would want the book not for its text but for the enchanting 
pictures. 


Fittoux, J. The Cruise of the Copula Illus. 

253 pp. & » +5 ; Collins iZ/60 
The “Copula is a catamaran, twin-hulled boat 
modelled on similar vessels which have long been used fo 
trade in the South Pacific and the China Seas, and which had 
vogue as yachts in Australian waters. A long-lived curiosity 

and interest in sailing ships led M. Christiaen, a business man 

f ‘Toulouse to experiment with this type of craft with a view 

to testing its sailing qualities in waters far from its place ot 
origin. ‘The designing and building of the Copula was th 
result, and eventually she set sail on a voyage which took he 
crew across the Atlantic by way of the Azores and the 
aE 


Caribbean Sea. On the whole the catamaran acquitted herself 
well enough to give little cause for doubt about her sea- 
worthiness. 

Inevitably this book challenges comparison with Kon Tik 
nd it does not really stand up too well to the test. On 
eason is of course that the Kon Tiki expedition came first and 


caught the imagination of the world. But in any case, eithe1 
\I. Filloux does not write too handily, or he is not too well 
served by his translator. Interesting as the subject matter is 


there are passages where the narrative falls flat, and what 
might have been at least exciting becomes merely mildly inter 
esting. 

The book has some good technical material and a numbe1 
of excellent photographs. 


Gordon, S The golden eagle, king of birds. Illus. 
46 pp. 84 y 54 , ‘ ‘ ‘ Collins 16/- 
Seton Gordon is probably Scotland’s most distinguished 
ornithologist. For over half a century he has made a close 
and first-hand study of a bird which few naturalists have op- 
portunities to look at. This is therefore one of the most 


detailed ind thorough studies eve published ot a single bi d 
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and it is a very worthy addition to the excellent series 
Bird Monographs in the New Naturalist Library. 

From his own deep personal experience, Mr. Gor 
discusses the eagle’s hunting and feeding ways and, with g 
fascination, his nesting habits. He leads us to think that t 
birds are more exploited than need be and are in nee 
greater care and protection. 

Ihe book is illustrated wi 
graphs. ‘The text will deli 


h sixteen of the author’s pl 





atchers of all ages. ‘I 
is an appendix on the golden eagle abroad and a seven 
bibliography. 


Ee Book of careers for girls. 240 pp. 

54 : ° ° ° ° Bodley Head | 
A promising introduction which accepts the fact that 

heart, followed by an intelli: 

interview with Flora Robson, makes a good beginning 

pose. Miss Heal is refreshingly | 


about the amount of hard work and single-mindedness n 


ae 


girls are career women at 


book of indefinite pu 


for success but the book itself is not very single-mi 


lhirty-tive fields are considered, the information usually 


on interviews with successful practitioners, who naturall) 


mostly career-women at heart, and the result is une 
sometimes useful, sometimes little beyond a chatty sket 
the personality being interviewed, the author’s television 
niques coming to the fore. The book might help older 


particularly those with fairly good family and edu 


1 
} 
I 





backgrounds who had already inquired into details (terms 
“trichotemy,’ “‘commis waiter’ and “conveyancing” are 
without explanation, and methods of entering a field are n 
ways clear) and who simply w general picture of wl 

goals can be expected. It might also give hesitating s 
leavers some insight into the professional worlds to be 
sidered, though it gives little indication of the great \ 


of work within some fields, the individual case-history 
ing only a brief comment on variations. Several unusual } 
included, some a welcome change from the ordinary lit 
rather pointless, requiring the type of inborn 
which would not seem to be influenced by outsid 


ie 
The whole reads well in a journalistic, personal-approach 


list, others 


ind could prove useful in giving readers a better underst 
of the girls and women who serve them in shops, instit 
politics and entertainment. In spite of Miss Heal’s enthusiast 
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is hard to feel that the world of professional women will 


er offer as much as the world of fessional men. Perhaps 
' v lly need 1 00k v Ils girls how to reconcile 
the necessity of working outside tl ome and the desire to 
lo the work well with the sus] n that most of the work 
innecessarvy and many of the rev is artificial. 
ry, | High Adventur Illus 224 pp. 


54 : Hodder & Stoughton 16/- 
To most young people in tl ‘teens, the name of Edmund 


Hillary will be as familiar as that of their favourite footballer 


Sir Edmund’s autobiography, which is considerably helped 
ollection of fine photographs, is certain to be much in 


ren will find it both a courageous and 


1 Insp! nye book I does not st r i the spect ilar or 
thrill by the impossible; it relates, in the prose of man of 
tion, the steady, irrepressible love of sport that blossomed, 


s all serious climbing must, into adventure, and, for Hillary, 
nto tame. 

The author passes rapidly, too rapidly, over the days when 
| 


e Lower 
| reS d his first 
Everest expedition, that of 1951. The rest of the book is 


was a “tall, bony, clumsy-looking youth in 


t 
Sivth” and after half-a-dozen = aa 8 


he chronicle of this expedition, one or two minor climbs in 
the Himalaya nd the su ssful 1953 conquest of Everest. 
The main appeal of this tobiography is that it is so 


essentially personal, particularly in the 100 or so pages which 
lescribe the 1953 climb to the top. The whole book is vitalised 

Hillarv’s enthusiasm, his remarkable energy, his indomitable 
will to win. This unassuming bee-keeper, in his modest way, 
pitomises a good many of the finer traits of character we like 


to encourage in children. 


ine. t.. BF, Opening Africa Illus. 76 pp. 
64 - : . Methuen 8/6 
Tit of che centincets Al remaine the one which 
ffords more fascinating and historical material than any other. 
Its exploration was begun by | ypeans at least as far back 
s 450 B.C. and since then every European people has dabbled 
n its exploration or exploitation. Mr. Hobley traces the 
in events of African history clearly from the days of slavers 
nd missioners throug 1 the vears of intense col ynis tion and 


the momentous journeys into the interior to the era of empire 
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building. About a quarter of the text deals with the 
mercial and political significances of Africa in the pres 
century. lhe complications of the “scramble” for At 
which took place in the latter part of the nineteenth cent 
re related with excellent economy and the issues of the B 
War are concisely dealt with. Wisely, there is no attet 
to deal with the problem of apartheid though its existen 
mentioned. he illustrations by Richard Ogle and G. Rand 
with the many maps by Clare ‘Thornhill enliven and reint: 
the text with the thoroughness which has become such a feat 
ot this series. 


Hoop, P. How time is measured. Illus. 64 pp. 
94 X 7 ' . : - F O.U.P. 10 
Ihe fifth of the Oxford Visual Series is a remarka 
comprehensive survey of time-keeping, giving parti 
attention to clock mechanisms of all kinds. ‘The sections 
such things as the calendar, early methods of recording t 
(Gsreenwich and time zones have general interest and could 
ised by some intermediate students, but those on clock 
watch movements, electric master clocks and quartz crys 
clocks will mean most to older readers with some acquaint 
with technical terms and a keen interest in the subject. It 
possible for a layman to puzzle his way through the t 
straightforward construction of an alarm clock (and prob 
anyone with the inclination and mechanical mind could 
construct one from Mr. Hood’s text and the very g 
diagrams and photographs), but the more elaborate ways 
electronic time-keeping may be beyond him in spite of M 
Hood’s clarity of explanation. Even the layman can learn 1 
respect for those who make and maintain timepieces and t! 
who record and expand our knowledge of time, but the book 
primary appeal is to senior students and adults anxious to kn 
more, who will find it most informative and occasionally 
exciting. The realization of all the personnel needed to k 
our time-records may also suggest possible careers. An 
planation of the proposed new world Calendar is included 
there is a booklist of mainly specialist items. 
KAMM, |]. Student almoner. 190 pp. Ha XS 
Bodley Head 
A painstaking account of Barbara Henderson’s first 
months in a hospital with a glimpse at the previous educ 
necessary and future prospects. Barbara and her f: 
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Jennifer remain types; the shy and the impulsive, and there is 
perhaps too much emphasis on interesting cases to the 
xclusion of routine work. But the book should be useful 
tor the girl contemplating social work and encouraging to the 
shy. ‘The usual touch of romance at the end and an episode 
in the middle with the apparent moral, “don’t poach on the 


nurses’ preserves.” 


I. FP wroline llousa Illus. by Robert Hodgson 


3+ pp. 8S >» 54 ‘ . : , Nelson $/6 
a 


[his is a disappointing, almost disagreeable, book to come 
from a usually reliable author, who shows a surer touch in 
her stories for younger children and adults than in this book 
for the difficult “teen-ager” group. It is a superficial work, 
with values to match, about a self-centred girl who makes a 
poor heroine. Caro Meldrum is a descendant of a Glasgow 
lobacco Lord who does not sound an ancestor to be proud 
of, and spends much of her time envying the descendants of 
a more successful ‘Tobacco Lord, and feeling that if only her 
incestors had been as lucky she would be in the same enviable 
position. Although she turns her back on the scion of this 
house and seems contented in the end with the poor young 
journalist who has helped her, the reasons for her choice are 
as shallow and unfounded as the reasons for her earlier 
ambitions. “The discovery that it was the Meldrum ship which 
returned alone from the blockade of Revolutionary times has 
no significance, and neither has Caro’s suppression of the dis- 
covery. Everyone, including her author, is much kinder to 
her than she deserves, and neither she nor the author make 
enough of her more interesting friends and helpers. It is to 
be hoped that her author will forget her and the supposed 
taste of teen-agers, and go back to writing books which will 
prepare younger children for better books than this. 


N. Travel and Transport through the Ages 
1S. 187 pp. 83 X* 54 , ‘ CALF. 12/6 


Mr. Lee’s book succeeds against the canons, for it seems 
far from well arranged and contains a great deal of material 
which can only charitably be brought within the scope of the 
title. And yet it does succeed if one is to judge by the degree 
of interest which one feels on looking through it. The reason 
appears to be that it is written with plenty of infectious 
enthusiasm, and if there is a good deal of grist to the mill, 
at any rate, the mill grinds vigorously, and the reader is 








onfronted at every 
tch his eve an 


the m 


is not always the ca 
fre 


the date of King Al 


irn with some 


stimulate 


se 


early, since Alfred did 


ss of information giv 


d’s 


not 


“oy 
vith b 
grea 


en 


1 


here seems to be 


at ships, given 
become king Ng 871. 





THE JUNIOR BOOKSH 


interesting detail or oth 
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his imagination. In gener 


ooks of this kind. 


Even he 
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The great charm of the book, howe . lies in its ill 
rations. These are admirably clear al ‘explanatory, 
wether with a considerable number of maps and plans, tl 

complete in the best fasl work which cannot Beni 


interest and instruct 


ny s hool library. 
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Phoenix House 9 
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little book on a subject aby 
thing if far more people 
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in his treatment of church fittin 

development, and in a valuable chapter h 
work by whom the 


actual di signing 


The drawings and plans are on t 
though here there is perhaps one min 
be made, and that is that in the drawing 
one can imagine that it might be rathe1 
knowing nothing of the subject to guess vy 
the direction arrows in some cases referrt 
little glossary, and 


altogether this is a de 
ative introduction to a study which can 
the countryside and its history vital and 


A. Tomorrow the Harvest. 192 pp. 7 
Bodley 
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furniture and _ their 
e shows the team at 
building were done. 
he whole admirable, 


criticism which sho ild 


gs of church interiors 


difficult for. a reader 
vhat it was to which 
d. ‘lhere is a good 
lightful and inforn 
do SO much to m ke 


ibsorbing. 


] 5 


Head s,6 


Merrill Barnes and Katie McCann decide to venture upon 


j 


in agriculture career and so together they commence work on 


1 farm, to gain practical experience and 
flavour before undergoing any technical 


a sample of the full 
training. We trace 


their progress during the first year and encounter with them 


ll the varied work of a small general f 
las a jumpy and disconnected manner i 
the reader is left in bewilderment as the 
talk and stand around, or make a job { 


impression may, however, be true to such a situation, wl 


the girls are left to become accustomed t« 


of the place before being introduced to work itself. 


they and the reader are hustled into ever 
the end and there is some real intimacy 
field and farmyard. ‘There is an attempt 
too and while the flashes of truth here 
serve to light up the whole assembly. 

runs through the book but it hardly ad 
author’s attempt to enrich becomes merely 
ing the whole. There is ample and more 
this rather trite theme. 
but the introduction to so much is nece 


rm. ‘The narrative 
n the first half and 
girls seem merely to 


or themselves. ‘This 
} 


» the sight and sound 
Certainly 
y kind of job before 
with the activity of 
at character drawing 
are intermittent they 
A youthful romance 
ds to its value. An 
y a means of cheapen 
solid interest without 


The general effect is thin and edgy 


sssarily summary and 


the edges are sharp enough to make a mark. 


yung. 270 pp. 7% X 5: 
To attempt to tell the history of 
personalities entails an obvious danger of 


tion and it may be said at once that 


Great Airmen. Illus. by John 


Bell 12/6 
wviation through its 
repetition or duplica- 


Norman Macmillan 














s both hazards with considerable 


skill. 


times when his dossiers of flyers like Ball o1 
tend to become a little tedious b it such tediousness 


ot a desire to be thorough rather than thr 


such recent pioneers as Cobham, ‘Trenchard, 
Whittle he is very good indeed. He 


include some details of the earliest experimenters 


contri 


often omitted from standard works and whi 


clarify and revalue their contributions 


He certainly makes one point admirably 
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in aviation, as in all else, personality 


progress. 
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Nation. 224 pp. 8} X 5 Phoenix Hous 


- This book is an attempt by two well-known M.P.’s 


ire also writers, to summarise British 
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cK,O.S. The Railway Engineers. Illus. 256 pp. 
83 xX 54 ; ; Batsford 18/- 


The Batsford reputation tor thoroughness is well upheld 


by this authoritative account of the development and improve- 
ment of railway engines and their working in Great Britain. 
Ihe scene for their history is set by a fascinating introductory 
account of the building of the earliest railways in our modern 


ense ot the word and by the constant references at all times 


to general railway practice and requirements. ‘The great 

ilway personalities Brunel, Locke, Stephenson, Trevithick, 
Brassey, Hackworth, Gooch, Sinclair, Vignoles occur and 
recur in the narrative of a struggle towards perfection ind 
efhciency marked at all times by vision and enterprise. Mech 


anical advancements are described in detail not too technical 
for the non-engineer, and all the stirring incidents in the 


frequent contests between theorists and exponents are recounted 
with a fresh excitement at all times. As usual, in this series, 
collection of sixty-five adn 


Y 
enhances the text contributed | 


uirable first-hand illustrations 
y an author with very con- 
shapter 
on Running the Trains was necessary and well conceived as 
an epilogue which demonstrates to what complexity and 
density the long efforts of the railway builders and operators 
were from the first making their way. 
aR, A. In search of Inca Gold.  IUllus. by H. 
Sheldon. 192 pp. 8} X 53 ; Burke 12/6 
“Exploratory expeditions, however small, to remote parts 


siderable experience of this field of study. The final « 


of the world, cannot be undertaken lightly.” So says the 
uuthor of this one—man—and—a—comrade adventure story before 
plunging off into an account of explorations around the upper 
Amazon which almost makes one’s hair stand on end. ‘The 


iuthor relates that an old Spaniard, grateful for the saving of 


his life on the quayside of the jungle town Manaos, told him 
where he would find the hidden treasure of the Incas. Im 
mediately Phair, by dogged perseverance, raised money for his 
proposed search and found, after some disappointments, a 
splendid companion in Hendrick Goeberts, a Dutchman. 
With the help of South American Indians and Quichuas, 
Phair went ahead, through wildest country and_ strange 
magnificent scenery, narrowly escaping unpleasant forms of 
death from giant spiders, piranha fish which devoured the 
travellers’ dog, head-hunters, anaconda snakes, fever and othe 
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Reep, S. AND Huntvey, J. How Films are made 
Illus. 90 pp. 83 X 7 . : ; , E.S.A. 9 
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dangers. Finally they reached the mountain where the treasu 
lay hidden, only to be turned back by yet another tribe 
Peruvian Indian head-hunters who spared their lives but sl! 
a few arrows over their heads by way of speeding the parting 


guests — who took the hint. 







An exciting story for older boys, likely also to be enjoy 
by fathers and uncles. Vivid, colourful and well-written, 
has the authentic ring; and leaves us hoping that Anthor 
Phair will one day raise the cash and use his courage to t 
again. 


Both authors of this book are well known for other books 
on films written as individuals. “hey have also both had wid 
practical experience of the film industry. ‘They have, thx 
fore, produced a sound work on the making of films today 
covering all aspects of the work from the writing of the script 
to the finished product. ‘There are detailed descriptions of 
the parts played by the producer, the actors, the director, the 
technicians and the script writer. The book is completely up- 
to-date dealing with cinerama, cinemascope and vistavision. It 
is a great pity that a book on such a subject should cont 
such badly reproduced illustrations. 




















SELLMAN, R. R. The Crusades. Illus. 73 pp. 
84 X 63 





63 ‘ : ; ; : Methuen 8/6 

The volumes of this series so far examined have been of 
a uniformly high quality, and Mr. Sellman’s addition to their 
number is as good as any of its predecessors. 

Although the term crusade has long ago passed int 
common speech, what was for both good and evil one of tl 
great movements of the European peoples has not been too well 
described in this country, at least, until the recent publication 
of Mr. Runciman’s fine work. For children, the text book 
descriptions of Coeur de Lion supplemented perhaps by extracts 
from The Talisman can hardly be considered adequate 
accounts of the “last of the barbarian invasions.” The more 
cause therefore to welcome this straightforward, admirably 
balanced account, with its picture of early enthusiasms and 
the tangles of self-interests which eventually ruined the L 
kingdoms. 
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The book is very well supplied with clear diagrams and 
maps as well as with an invaluable list of more unfamiliar 
terms. ‘The illustrations, however, are not in all cases up to 
the standard of the rest of the work, either in subject or tech- 
nique. 


SHaw, A. G. L. The Story of Australia. Illus. 
308 pp. 83 xX 54 , : ‘ , , Faber 15/- 
It is an old and to a considerable degree a justified com- 
plaint that we have grossly neglected in Britain the histories 
of those great countries of the Commonwealth whose develop- 
ment has so very largely tied up with our own. That this 
6 should be so is no credit to us, for although Europe and 
European affairs may be on our doorstep, in peace and in war, 
by trade and by more subtle communities of interest, the 
Commonwealth and its members are most deeply our concern. 
Mr. Shaw’s book is, then, timely and welcome. It is a 
“ol very full and informative account of the origins and develop- 
ment of a great modern state. It omits none of the rawness 
and harshness of the Australian struggle for nationhood; and, 
the good fortune of a long period of peaceful development 
t. apart, the Australian people have had to pioneer against adverse 
conditions as persistently and courageously as the people of 





i any other of the new countries. ‘The story is carried right 
up to date with its picture of modern Australia, emerged to 
full national consciousness, and indeed, the chapters on the 

8 6 last few years are among the most valuable in the book. 

: There seems to be here and there a note which might 

n ol almost be called defensively aggressive, as though, in fact, there 

heir ire times when Mr. Shaw is not quite so sure of the rightness 
of Australian values as he would like to be, but that is some- 

int thing which any honest writer on his own country is bound 
t] to feel, and for which no defence is needed. This valuable 
well book is very well illustrated and has a good reference map. 

b L STREET, P. Beyond the Tides. Illus. 128 pp. 

_— 83 x 54 eh aariae U.L.P. 12/6 

sei A fascinating as well as instructive account of fishing, 

= wt mainly around our coasts, and the researches into marine 
oer’ biology through which natural history has gained and food 
si Be values enormously benefitted. Here is the story of deep-sea 

L. and inshore fishing, discussions on the feeding grounds and 


food requirements of the millions of fish that inhabit the 
oceans, and the answers to many problems. What influences 








PAGE 308 


THE JUNIOR BOOKSHI 


the movements and migrations of great shoals of fish, oft 
with disastrous consequences to the fishing ports which depend 
on the catch? Can fishing grounds be over-fished, in spite of 
the density of the fish population? Will the deep-sea trawl 
defeat its own ends by damaging the vegetation of the sea 
beds, necessary to many types of fish? Can a plaice change 
its spots? How do flat fish become flat, and in which direction 
do the eyes oO! sole, dab, turbot and halibut respectively, swivel? 

There are chapters also on the mysteries of the herring 
migrations, the pilchard harvests of Devon and Cornwall 
Scottish fisheries and much else of interest both to the 
scientist and to the mere consumer. It is factual enough 
be of value to the young prospective student of marine biology 
or oceanography and is admirable for naturalists of all ages. 
The many photographs are well chosen to illustrate the many 
aspects of our great fishing industry. Altogether a gr 
book, teaching and thrilling, which opens our eyes 
debts to fishermen, and, last but not least, the fish themselv: 
1AN, J. R. Banner in the sky. 254 pp. 74 X 5 

Collins 10/6 

The Matterhorn was first climbed successfully in 1865 
by Sir Edward Whymper, and James Ramsey Ullman’s story 
parallels that event, using the same period and the same type 
of Englishman and mountain. His central character is a boy 
of 16 whose mother, widowed by the mountain, has tried to 
keep him from climbing. In spite of his eagerness and h 
work, young Rudi is perhaps too self-absorbed in his ambition 
to plant his father’s shirt on the summit to be a very admirable 
hero, though his creator gives him a last minute sacrifice to 
perform, doing his duty by helping a selfish guide in danger 
and so losing his chance to gain the summit. To a_non- 
climber the details of the climbers’ methods are interesting, the 
climbers themselves disillusioning. The two guides, eacl 
anxious to see the man from the other village fail, the boy R 
feeling his love of the mountain so all-important, even 
Englishman, undertaking the final ascent in a condition that 
might jeopardize all — these four little humans obsessed with 
their notion of being “first”? seem puny indeed. But the 
mountain itself, and in some places their response to the mount 
ain, has more to offer, and the author manages to convey his 
feeling for ‘““The Fortress” in a way which makes the reader 
almost physically conscious of its presence, and provides some 
extremely exciting, often moving, moments, 

















Do you want to know? 


HOW FILMS 
ARE MADE 


This book by Stanley Reed and 
John Huntley will tell you in fresh 
and vivid terms about the making 
of modern films, from script- 
writing to screening. There are 
many illustrations. 


9s 6d net 
kx 


We have recently published four more 
titles in our well-known series of 


INFORMATION 
BOOKS © 


In the How Things Developed series 
there are BOOKS by A. W. Lewis, 
FOOD and FURNITURE by 
Molly Harrison: in the People’s 
Jobs series THE COAL MINER 
by Frank Huggett. 


7s 6d net each 


THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLY 
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P.O. Box 194, Esavian House 

181 High Holborn, London, W.C.! 








HENRY WOODFIELD 


To be published on November \|st 


Away Goes Sally 


ELIZABETH COATSWORTH 
Illustrated by Helen Sewell 
Sally is a resourceful little girl who lived in old 
New England on a farm. In a little house on 
runners she journeys with her family to a new, rich 
farming country. This is one of Elizabeth Coats- 
worth’s finest stories. We are proud to have the 
opportunity of publishing an English edition. 


9/6 NET 
To be published on November 15th. 


Blue Barns 
HELEN SEWELL 


A picture story book abom Andrew, the big white 
om. and seven little ducks. Black white 
ithographs full of rhythm and tranquil beauty. 


8/6 ner 
Still available 


Bouncing Betsy 


DOROTHY P. LATHROP 


A picture story book about a lamb by onc of 
America’s foremost illustrators of children’s books. 
Dorothy Lathrop draws animals with great beauty 
and accuracy. Says the New York Times: “She 
has seen these little creatures as am artist, as a 
naturalist and as one who loves animals in the same 
way that children do.” 


8/6 NET 


64 Great Russell St., London, W.C.1 
The Stanley Press Ltd., 27, Bradford Road, Dewsbury 




















